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Branch Organisers Bit 
 
Welcome to the September edition of the Gogledd Cymru Newsletter. I would first like to thank Sue our 
Newsletter editor for getting the last edition of the newsletter out for me in my absence.  
  
As I write, there is a steady stream of applications for the Revision Day at Chester for S260 and S269. The 
revision day has been popular in past years  as it helps reinforce the hard work done throughout the year. I 
would like to wish those of you taking exams in October, every success. 
  
We have a visit to Pant Quarry on the 1st November. We have visited this Limestone Quarry on a regular 
basis over the last few years. This has enabled us to see the changes which include an impressively deep 
hole. The November visit is the last before the quarrying ceases. We will follow the progress of the site 
remediation which starts next year, and are hoping that this will be of interest to our Branch members. 
  
The Branch AGM is being arranged for Late January/ early February next year. We are looking for ideas for 
exciting and different field trips next year. If you have ideas or have geological knowledge of areas we don't 
normally cover then please contact one of the committee. We are also looking for people to join the 
committee for 2009.  If you are interested (it does not need to take up much time or effort) please contact 
me.  More information regarding the AGM/ committee will be found in the December Newsletter. 
  
Best Wishes, 
Rachel  
 
 
Gogledd Cymru Events 2008  
 
 
November 1 st Saturday  Pant Quarry, Halkyn Mountain. 
 
A last chance to revisit to this Carboniferous Limestone (Middle White) Quarry which is due to cease working 
in March next year.  Search for galena and fluorite veins, marvel at the sheer size of the workings and ask 
about restoration!  Always an interesting trip. 
 
Late January/Early Feb. 2009    Branch AGM    2pm at Newi, Wrexham. 
Speaker yet to be confirmed. 
 
……….We thought you’d also like to know about: 
 

 
8th Professor Wolverson Cope Annual Lecture 

Thursday 6 th November 2008 7.30 pm 
Keele University, Alan Gemmell Theatre, Huxley Building 

Speaker: Professor Aubrey Manning 
“2008 UN International Year of 

Planet Earth” 

 
The lecture is free to NSGGA members and students, £1 for non–members. As seating is limited 
to 160, please book your seat as soon as possible.  Please book by e-mail quoting “Aubrey 
Manning Lecture” in the subject line to: Carol Fereday on candm.fereday@btinternet.com 
or by post to:  Carol Fereday, 24 Brookside Close, Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 2HX  01782  
712467  
 

 

Important Notice 
Each person attending a field meeting does so at their own risk.  The OUGS has Public Liability Insurance Cover for field and indoor meetings but 
Personal Accident and Liability Cover remains the responsibility and personal choice of the individual.  You may find that your house 
insurance and travel insurance provide some cover and you are strongly advised to check these and your own personal circumstances. 
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Branch Matters  
 
Members Bit  
 
HELP!! 
 
One of the children in my class brought the following specimen in. It was about 4(L) x 2(H) x 3(D) inches. 
The colour ranged from on the top silvery white to pink/brown white and underneath was silvery white. On 
the top of the specimen it appeared to display some cubic type mineralogy as well as a rose type pattern. 
Underneath the pattern appeared to be quite sinewy.  It was not particularly heavy and didn’t appear to 
scratch with a compass.  Unfortunately the pupil doesn’t know anything about it – only that ‘mam got it from 
granddad’!! 
Anyone any ideas?  
 
 

  

  
 
Wendy Owens   August 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
(Some) Geology of Bluewater Shopping Centre  
 
During a recent visit to my sister’s, we crossed the Thames to do some serious shopping in the Bluewater 
Centre at Greenhithe in the borough of Dartford, Kent. 
Kent consists of several ridges and valleys running east-west across the county which are the result of 
weathering of the Wealden Dome, of which Sussex is also part, formed by Alpine movements some 10-20Ma 
ago. The dome consists of a layer of chalk lying above beds of Upper and lower Greensand. 
Bluewater is situated to the north of the county and just south – south east of the Thames and lying on the 
chalk. 
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What made Bluewater interesting for me was its location. Bluewater has been built in the disused Blue Circle 
chalk quarry in a pit 50 m deep. As we went onto the terraces to take refreshments we saw part of the pit has 
been filled to make a recreational lake with a chalk cliff backdrop of about 10m. 
Inside the triangular shaped centre a variety of marbles have been used for the floors and pillars, ranging in 
colour from green, yellow, brown and a white Carrara marble. I was fascinated to follow the course of the 
Thames in a black marble with all the major towns chronicled.  I thought that this was an excellent use of a 
disused quarry but it was a shame that there were no information boards about the geology associated with 
the shopping centre- this would have been a great way to raise a geological profile of the place. 
As my sister said, only I could go shopping……….not looking at the shops but at the floors and walls! 
 
Wendy Owens 
August 2008  
 
 
Book Shelf  
 

· There was one response this month to my pleas for information about interesting books.  Geoff 
Hopkins, Yorkshire BO, reminded me about the Snowdonia Rocky Rambles, Bryan Lynas, Sigma 
Leisure, 1996.   This is a book we all may have on our shelves and not looked at for a while so 
maybe its time to dust it off and use it again! 

· Geology of Snowdonia, Matthew Bennett, Crowood Pres s, 2007 is a book I purchased recently 
and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed reading.  It evokes a passion for geology and geological processes and 
builds a story of the many layers that have gone into the creation of the special Snowdonia 
landscape.  It is supported with superb photographs taken by Matthew’s father and with rich 
diagrams and maps to aid the text.  It’s both a book you could read from beginning to end and also 
one to dip into or use for reference.  An excellent buy at £16.99 but bargains are to be had at 
Amazon’s ‘new and used’!! 

· Another one to consider may be Rock Trails Snowdonia, Paul Gannon, Pesda Press, 20 08.  This 
book is half explanation of the magnificent geological landscape and half a detailed classic walks 
guide. Again, it is an easy read supported by wonderful photographs, maps and diagrams.  Cameron 
McNeish suggests in the introduction that ‘the only way to get to grips with the legacy of our 
mountains, is walk amongst the ancient rocks, to climb them, touch them and to feel their texture and 
their grain’.  This book certainly makes me want to get out there and do just that. 

      If you need the ISBNs for the books above contact your editor! 
 
 

 
 

· ....is also a good read… A subscription covering 2007/8 is available now for £10.00 (within UK). This 
gives you 8 issues, or you can add a batch of at least another 15 issues for an additional payment of 
just £6.00.  Order online at Geosupplies Ltd. 

Sue Hughes 
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Revision Day at Chester 2008  
 
32 students volunteered themselves for revision for S279 and S260 run by 3 North West tutors, Chris 
Arkwright, Hilary Davies and Eileen Fraser, at Queen’s Park High School on Sunday 28th September.   The 
students were worn out by the end of the day but went home enthused about their own revision.  Good luck 
to everyone in their exams and thank you tutors for your time and effort on the day. 
 
 

    S279 with Eileen Fraser 
 
 

    S260 with Chris Arkwright 
Photos  Sue Hughes 

 

Contact your committee:  

 
Branch Organiser      Rachel Atherton       

Newsletter Editor       Sue Hughes               

Webmaster/ 

Treasurer                  Wendy Owens            

Minutes Secretary     Lyn Relph              
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