The Open University Geological Society

Safety Guidelines for Field Trips

[t is important to realise that all field work involves a level of personal risk but
that awareness of hazards, use of common sense and thought for others can greatly

reduce this risk.

Code of Conduct

] Take all reasonable precautions (o maintain your own safety and not endanger
ather members of the group as directed by the leader or organiscr and
recommended in the “Risk Assessment for QUGS Field Trips” overleaf.

Obey the Country Code e.g. close gates, leave no litter, do not disturb wildlife or

2
plants,

3 Seck permission before entering private land.

4 If vou smoke have consideration for others,

= Children and dous must be kept under contrel by the members responsible for
tiem

6 The tip leader may refuse o accept anyone who is inappropriately dressed for
the conditions on the day, Any member of the group who (s behaving ina
manner likely to jeopardise the safery of the group may be asked 1o leave by the
leader or organiser.

7 Teil the leader or arganiser if you decide to leave the trip early.

8 1f you have a medical condition such as asthma. angina, diabetes ete. it would be
prudent to inform the organiser discretely at the start of a tield rip - unless vou
attend with someone who knows vour circumstances.

Collecting

1 Keep collecting 1o & minimum,

2 Avoid removing in-situ fossils.

3 Do not leave exposures in an untidy or dangerous condition.

4 Never eollect from walls or buildings.

Health and Safety at Work & Mines and Quarries Acts

Working quarries, mines, opencast and other industrial sites, whether working or 1lle on
the day of the visit, are subject to the above legislation. These acts require anvone
entering such premises should wear hard hats, boots and protective clothing as required,
Failure to observe these rules could result in you being prosecuted under these acts,

Children under 16 are not usually allowed into working quarries
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RISK ASSESSMENT OF OUGS FIELD TRIPS

Definitions from Health & Safety Executive

Hazird cmthing that can canse harm
Risk the chance that someone will be harmed by the hazord,
Level of Risk guoted as Iow, medivm or high in the opinion of an assessor

whe has knowledge of the envivonment under consideration.

Low Risk Hazards and Recommendations for Control:-

Weather

Hazard  Variable, unpredictable weather, i.e. too hot, cold or windy, resulting in
hypothermia. sunstroke or dehydration.

Control ~ Winter - wear favers of warm clothing and good quality waterproots.
Summer - wear lght clothing, waterproofs, sunhat. sunglasses and sun bieck
Alwavs carn spare food and plenn of liguids.

Tides
Harard  Access cut off

i | zections on failing tids if possibiz

Contrel  Censult tide @ables and visitooasni seci

Rough or High Terrain

Hazard  [mjuries caused by stumbles and falls over rough zround or siippery rocks.

Control  Wear suijtable stour footwear with good grip to protect feet and anklas.
Leader will advise whethier boots, tainers or wellies are suitable for that trip
Take extra care near exposed edges of chiffs and rock scamps.

Rock Falls
Hazard  Injury caused by rocks debris falling Trom <ilffs, quarmy Zzoes or road cuttings.

Control  Wear hard hat when close o base of ¢iirfs, quarny faces or road cutitngs.
Take care not to dislodge rocks when moving above other peapie on eliff
1ops, quarTies or steep slopes.

Working Quarries, Mines & Industrial Sites

Hazard  Injury caused by working machinery. toxic substances or blasting. Falling into
sludee ponds or deep standing witer.

Control  Wear safety equipment provided and comply with safety instructions issued
by owners or sile managers. Keep with group and avoid moving equipment
and vehicles.

Hammering

Hazard  Injury, especially to eves, caused by tlying rock Iragments.

Control  Wear safety goggles and warn those close by before hammering for samples.

Other Specific and Medium te High Risk Hazards to be idendfied by leader and
miemhers informed af any extra precautions necessary to contrel risks either by letter

or verbally at the start of the fleld trip.
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